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Independent Schools Australia acknowledges the traditional custodians of country throughout 
Australia and recognises the continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay 
respect to Elders past and present, and commit to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 
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FOREWORD 1 
 

1.1 ABOUT INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA 

Independent Schools Australia (ISA) is the national peak body for Independent schooling in Australia. 
ISA represents the sector on national issues and engages with the Australian Government, national 
agencies, media, key stakeholders, and the wider Australian community.  

Working with the eight state and territory Associations of Independent Schools (AISs), ISA represents 
almost 745,000 students, 1,230 schools and a workforce of over 128,000 people.   

Independent schools are long-established partners in Australia’s education system, alongside 
government and Catholic schools. They make a valuable contribution to society and the learning and 
wellbeing of Australian children.  

The Independent school sector is diverse, and schools serve a wide range of communities. The latest 
available data shows that more than one in six Australian school students attends an Independent 
school. For secondary students, it is over one in five.  

Students at Independent schools reflect the full diversity of Australian society – including those who 
experience one or multiple forms of disadvantage. These students include: 

– high-needs students with disability attending special schools. 

– Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students attending remote 100 per cent Indigenous schools. 

– students living in regional, rural and remote locations. 

– highly disadvantaged and disengaged young people attending Independent special assistance 
schools. 

Most families with children enrolled in Independent schools are middle-to-low-income earners, 
increasingly from culturally diverse backgrounds, and residing in outer-suburban and inner-suburban 
communities. Many of these families are currently facing economic stress and are making substantial 
sacrifices for their children’s education.  

Enrolment growth in Independent schools since 2019 has occurred primarily in schools with average 
annual fees of $7,500 or less, with these schools accounting for 44% of all Independent school 
enrolments and 63% of additional enrolments. More than half of the sector’s recurrent income comes 
from parents and families. 

Many Independent schools provide a religious or values-based education. Others promote a specific 
educational philosophy or alternatively recognised curriculum. Some have been established by 
community groups seeking to meet particular needs or to reflect the religious values of a community. 
Independent Catholic schools are a significant part of the sector, accounting for eight per cent of the 
Independent school sector’s enrolments.  

Most Independent schools are set up and governed independently on an individual school basis. 
However, some schools with common aims and educational philosophies are governed and 
administered as systems, for example, Lutheran schools. Systemic schools account for 20 per cent of 
schools in the sector but the majority of schools in the sector are autonomous non-systemic schools. 

ISA regularly undertakes in-depth analysis of the Independent school sector and national school 
enrolment trends and projections to better understand schooling in Australia. 

1.2 ABOUT THIS REPORT 

Combining the most up-to-date Australia Bureau of Statistics (ABS) enrolment data and school level 
data for all sectors allows ISA to present historical, current and future student enrolment trends across 
the three school sectors (Independent, Catholic and government) with a particular focus on 
Independent schools. 
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This analysis focuses on: 

– An overview of current student enrolment figures (2024 data) for all sectors 

– Analysis of enrolment growth over the previous year (2023 – 2024) and last five years (2019 – 
2024) for all school sectors 

– Analysis of enrolment growth over the previous year (2023 – 2024) and last five years (2019 – 
2024) for the Independent school sector by school characteristics 

– Projections of future enrolments for all school sectors to 2034. 
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METHODOLOGY 2 
2.1 DATA SOURCES 

This report primarily utilises publicly available sources of data. All historical and current enrolment 
data is taken from the ABS Schools, Australia publication and the Australian Government Department 
of Education Non-Government Schools Census (unpublished). The enrolment projections utilise the 
ABS Population Projections dataset in addition to these two data sources. 

ABS Schools, Australia 

The ABS Schools, Australia data provides enrolment figures by state and territory including by primary 
and secondary, and staff numbers. This report uses FTE (full time equivalent) figures for enrolments. 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/education/schools/latest-release, Table 43a 

ABS Population Projections 

The ABS produces a series of population projections every five years following the Census of 
Population and Housing. The current series of projections cover the entire Australian population for the 
period 2022 to 2071 for each Australian state and territory. 

These ABS projections contain assumptions concerning fertility, life expectancy, net overseas 
migration (NOM) and for the state and territories, interstate migration. 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/population-projections-australia/latest-release, 
Data extracted via Data Explorer 

Note: ABS population projections were last revised in November 2023 and incorporated recent key 
events, notably the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Australian Government Department of Education Non-Government Schools Census 

Unpublished data detailing Independent school sector enrolments at a school level, including 
independent (non-systemic) Catholic schools. 

Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) MySchool 

ACARA publishes nationally consistent school-level data for every school in Australia including 
enrolments and school funding information including fees and charges on the MySchool website. 

2.2 SECTOR CLASSIFICATION 

This report covers all three school sectors: Independent, Catholic and government. There is a subset of 
Catholic schools that are not Catholic systemic schools, operate independently and are often members 
of their respective Association of Independent Schools. The ABS Schools Australia dataset classifies 
all schools with a Catholic affiliation as ‘Catholic’ even though from a funding perspective most non-
systemic Catholic schools are more similar to Independent schools. 

For the purposes of this research report, ISA has included independent Catholic schools in the 
Independent school sector. 

2.3 DATA INCONSISTENCIES 

ABS Schools Australia 

From time-to-time discrepancies occur in the enrolment data. This is often due to jurisdictions making 
changes to their schooling systems. These include age realignments between years, changes to 
school starting ages, and states and territories transitioning Year 7 from primary to secondary. 

A full list of data inconsistencies is available in the ABS Schools Australia explanatory notes. 

– ABS Schools Australia 2024 methodology and explanatory notes (covering 2012-2024) 

https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/schools-methodology/2024   

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/education/schools/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/population-projections-australia/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/methodologies/schools-methodology/2024
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– ABS Schools Australia 2012 explanatory notes (covering 1998-2012) 

https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4221.0Explanatory%20Notes12012 
Data variation is most noticeable when comparing growth between a subset of school years (such as 
Year 7 to Year 12) and state/territory-level time series data. 

Australian Government Department of Education Non-Government Schools Census 

There are instances during 2000-2013 where independent Catholic schools have changed status from 
non-systemic to systemic and did not appear in the dataset in proceeding years. This also occurred in 
South Australia for 2021 and 2022. 

This has resulted in some unusual movement in enrolments and growth between the Independent and 
Catholic school sectors, most notably in 2010-2014, and 2021-2022 in South Australia. 

2.4 ENROLMENT PROJECTIONS 

For the methodology used for enrolment projections, please see Chapter 7. 

  

https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/4221.0Explanatory%20Notes12012
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KEY FINDINGS 3 
 

– There are approximately 4.13 million full time equivalent students enrolled in Australian schools 
across all three school sectors. The government school sector has the most enrolments (2.615 
million or 63.4% of total enrolments), followed by the Catholic school sector (0.768 million or 
18.6%) and the Independent school sector (0.745 million or 18.0%). 

– The overall student population grew by 0.6% from 2020 to 2021, 0.3% from 2021 to 2022, 
1.1% from 2022 to 2023, and 1.1% again from 2023 to 2024. The low growth in 2021 and 2022 
was primarily due to the impact of COVID-19 and limits on immigration. Prior to this, the student 
population was growing on average by 1.4% per annum over the five years prior to 2021.  

– Enrolments in Independent schools grew by 3.9% from 2023, the strongest growth in more than 
a decade, despite student population growth of only 1.1% and moderate enrolment growth in 
government schools (0.2%) and Catholic schools (1.7%).  

– Over the past five years, Independent schools have had average enrolment growth of 3.4% per 
year which exceeds overall student population growth over the same period (0.9%), followed by 
Catholic schools with 1.3% and government schools with 0.2%.  

– The Independent school sector has increased its enrolment share every year for the past eight 
years, climbing to a high of 18.0% in 2024. By 2024, the government school sector’s enrolment 
share has reached a historical low of 63.4%. The Catholic school sector share of enrolments 
peaked in 2013 with a high of 19.3% and is currently at 18.6% in 2024. 

– About 80% of the additional students enrolled in Independent schools from 2019 onwards were 
in New South Wales, Victorian and Queensland Independent schools. 

– Growth in Independent schools was across all fee levels, with the strongest growth in 
Independent schools with average per student fees below $7,500. 

– Over the last five years, major cities have accounted for 78% of Independent school enrolment 
growth, with 22% of enrolment growth occurring in regional and remote areas.  

– Over the last five years, Western Australian Independent schools were the fastest growing 
state/sector1 with average annual growth of 4.6%, followed by Queensland Independent schools 
with average annual growth of 4.3% and Victorian Independent schools with 3.3%.  

– ISA projections show that the overall student population in Australia could increase by 0.2%2 per 
year to 2034, with the Independent school sector growing by 1.4% per year, the Catholic school 
sector growing by 0.2% per year and the government school sector decreasing by 0.1% per year. 
ISA projects that the Independent school sector may overtake the Catholic school sector in 
enrolments by 2027. 

– Over the next 10 years, ISA projects that Independent schools could enrol approximately 
114,000 additional students. Based on an average campus size of 437 students3, around 260 
additional Independent schools/campuses would be required to accommodate the projected 
increase in students. Based on the current distribution of students and schools, it is anticipated 
that more than 8 out of 10 of these new schools will need to be in New South Wales, Victoria 
and Queensland. 

 
1 The 2019 – 2024 growth in Western Australia Independent schools includes growth attributable to schools 
changing school sector. 
2 Based on the latest ABS Population Projections, released in November 2023. 
3 Calculated based on 2024 Non-Government School Census data. 
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SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 
OVERVIEW – ALL SCHOOL 
SECTORS 4 
4.1 SCHOOL ENROLMENTS OVERVIEW 

According to the ABS, in 2024 there were 4,127,836 full-time equivalent enrolments in Australia 
across all school sectors. This is an increase in enrolments of 1.1% across all school sectors from 
2023, less than the overall Australian population growth (1.7%4). 

As per Figure 4.1, New South Wales has the highest proportion of student enrolments at 30.4%, 
while the Northern Territory enrols 1.0% of Australian school students. 

Independent schools enrolled 18.0% of all students in Australia, Catholic schools enrolled 18.6% and 
government schools enrolled 63.4%, as shown in Table 4.1. 

As noted in the Methodology section, this research report includes all independent (non-systemic) 
Catholic affiliated schools in the Independent school sector which differs from the ABS methodology. 
This has the most impact on enrolments in NSW and ACT which have the largest proportion of 
independent Catholic schools. 

FIGURE 4.1 TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION IN AUSTRALIA, 2024  

 

  

 
4 National, state and territory population: https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-
territory-population/latest-release  

© GeoNames, HERE, MSFT, Microsoft
Powered by Bing
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30.4%

Queensland
21.4%

South Australia
6.8%

Western Australia
11.1%

Northern Territory
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1.9% 

Victoria 
25.5% 

Tasmania 
1.9% 

https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/population/national-state-and-territory-population/latest-release
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TABLE 4.1 ENROLMENTS BY STATE/TERRITORY AND SCHOOL SECTOR, 20245 

As shown in Table 4.1, Independent schools enrol 18.0% of all students within Australia. At the state 
and territory level, as shown in Figure 4.2, this figure varies from a high of 20.8% (Australian Capital 
Territory) to a low of 14.1% (Tasmania). 

FIGURE 4.2 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR SHARE OF TOTAL ENROLMENTS BY STATE, 2024 

 
 

  

 
5 Data of for-profit Independent schools is not collected by the Australian Government and is not included in this 
report. 
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New South Wales
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Queensland
17.5%

South Australia
19.7%

Western Australia
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Northern Territory
15.0%

STATE/TERRITORY INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT TOTAL PERCENTAGE 

NSW 243,988  230,860  780,336  1,255,184  30.4% 

VIC 172,928  215,504  662,242  1,050,673  25.5% 

QLD 154,266  162,391  566,517  883,175  21.4% 

SA 55,675  52,306  174,484  282,464  6.8% 

WA 84,838  71,207  303,143  459,188  11.1% 

TAS 11,317  15,903  53,167  80,386  1.9% 

NT 5,978  5,148  28,724  39,850  1.0% 

ACT 16,003  15,017  45,896  76,916  1.9% 

TOTAL 744,993  768,335  2,614,508  4,127,836  100.0% 

PERCENTAGE 18.0% 18.6% 63.4% 100.0%  

ACT 
20.8% 

Victoria 
16.1% 

Tasmania 
14.1% 

Victoria 
16.5% 
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As shown in Figure 4.3, within the Independent school sector, New South Wales Independent schools 
enrol the most students, enrolling 32.8% of all students. Victorian Independent schools enrol the 
second largest proportion of students with 23.2%, followed by Queensland Independent schools with 
20.7%. Northern Territory Independent schools enrol the lowest proportion of students with 0.8%. 

FIGURE 4.3 PROPORTION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR ENROLMENTS, 2024 
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ENROLMENT GROWTH – ALL 
SCHOOL SECTORS 5 
5.1 TEN YEAR GROWTH TREND (2015 – 2024) 

Growth 2015-2020 (Pre COVID-19)  

Since 2018, Independent school enrolment growth has remained generally higher than the other two 
school sectors and has increased each consecutive year.  

Catholic schools had moderate growth in 2015 and minor growth in 2016 and negative growth in 
2017 and 2018. In 2019 and 2020, enrolments in Catholic schools began to recover with positive 
growth in both years. 

Meanwhile, government schools maintained steady growth from 2015 to 2020. 

Between 2015 and 2020, Independent schools had an average annual growth rate of 2.0%. For the 
same period, the average annual growth rate was 1.5% for government schools and 0.3% for Catholic 
schools.   

Growth 2021 and 2022 (Impact of COVID-19) 

Enrolments trends in 2021 and 2022 were heavily influenced by COVID-19. 

Overall student population growth in 2021 and 2022 were 0.6% and 0.3% respectively. Prior to this, 
the student population was growing on average by 1.4% per annum over the five years prior to 2021. 

In 2021 and 2022, Independent schools experienced very high growth (3.1% and 3.2%, respectively).  

This contrasts with government schools which, due to size, typically have the same growth rate as the 
total student population. However, in 2021 and 2022, government schools experienced negative 
growth overall (-0.3% and -0.7%, respectively).  

Meanwhile, Catholic schools had low but steady growth in both years (1.4% and 1.0%, respectively). 

ISA’s 2021 School Choice Survey indicated that during the pandemic, many parents chose to either 
enrol their child/ren in or move their child/ren to an Independent school when pre-COVID they may 
have enrolled (or were enrolled) in a government school. 

Growth in 2023 and 2024 (Post COVID-19) 

In 2024, overall student population grew by 1.1%. This is the same overall growth rate as 2023. 

Strong growth in Independent schools continued in 2023 and 2024, even though the impact of 
COVID-19 no longer presented significant disruptions to social and economic activities, including the 
provision of education. Despite a climate of high inflation and cost of living pressures, enrolment 
growth in Independent schools in 2023 was unexpectedly high, reaching 3.8%. In 2024, this grew to a 
record 3.9%. 

This unprecedented growth defied expectations that families would prioritise other household 
expenditure over school tuition fees in the current economic climate. However, it remains to be seen if 
enrolment growth will slow down in 2025, or whether such high annual growth will persist in coming 
years.  

After two consecutive years of negative growth, government schools experienced positive growth in 
2023 (0.3%). In 2024, government schools had positive growth of 0.2%. 

The growth in Catholic schools in 2023 was 1.4%, higher than the 2022 growth. In 2024, Catholic 
schools had growth of 1.7%, which is the highest growth in the last decade. 

 

  

https://isa.edu.au/documents/school-choice-survey-report/
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FIGURE 5.1 ENROLMENT GROWTH, 2015 TO 2024, ALL GRADES, TOTAL STUDENT POPULATION  

 

FIGURE 5.2 ENROLMENT GROWTH, 2015 TO 2024, ALL GRADES, INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR  
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FIGURE 5.3 ENROLMENT GROWTH, 2015 TO 2024, ALL GRADES, CATHOLIC SCHOOL SECTOR  

 

FIGURE 5.4 ENROLMENT GROWTH, 2015 TO 2024, ALL GRADES, GOVERNMENT SCHOOL SECTOR  
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5.2 FIVE-YEAR GROWTH TREND (2019 – 2024)  

As shown in Table 5.1, from 2019 to 2024, average annual growth across all school sectors was 
0.9%. Independent schools grew by 3.4% per year over the last five years, Catholic schools grew by 
1.3% and government schools grew by 0.2%. 

Over this period and across all school sectors, Western Australia had the largest average growth in 
student population of any state or territory with 1.6% per year. ACT, Queensland and Victoria had the 
second highest average growth with 1.2% per year. Notably, over the last five years Tasmania and the 
Northern Territory had a decline in student population. 

Over the last five years, Western Australian Independent schools were the fastest growing 
state/sector across Australia6 with average annual growth of 4.6%, followed by Queensland 
Independent schools with average annual growth of 4.3% and Victorian Independent schools with 
3.3%.  

Government schools in Tasmania had the lowest growth of any state/sector in Australia over the last 
five years with an average annual decline of 1.3%, followed by Northern Territory Independent 
schools with an average annual decline of 0.8%. As noted above, both jurisdictions experienced 
negative average annual student population growth over the last five years. 

TABLE 5.1 AVERAGE ANNUAL ENROLMENT GROWTH, 2019 TO 2024 

STATE/TERRITORY INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT ALL SECTORS 

NSW +3.2% +1.2% -0.6% +0.4% 

VIC +3.3% +0.6% +0.9% +1.2% 

QLD +4.3% +1.7% +0.2% +1.2% 

SA +0.9% +4.6% -0.2% +0.8% 

WA +4.6% +0.1% +1.3% +1.6% 

TAS +3.1% +1.3% -1.3% -0.3% 

NT +0.4% +1.2% -0.8% -0.4% 

ACT +2.6% +1.4% +0.8% +1.2% 

TOTAL +3.4% +1.3% +0.2% +0.9% 

 

  

 
6 The 2019 – 2024 growth in South Australian Catholic schools and Western Australia Independent schools 
includes growth attributable to schools changing school sector. 
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Table 5.2 below shows the additional students between 2019 and 2024 by jurisdiction and by school 
sector. 

TABLE 5.2 NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL STUDENTS ENROLLED, 2019 TO 2024 

STATE/TERRITORY INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT ALL SECTORS 

NSW +35,134  +13,723  -25,336  +23,521  

VIC +25,610  +6,298  +29,527  +61,435  

QLD +29,479  +13,492  +6,639  +49,610  

SA +2,323  +10,461  -1,887  +10,897  

WA +17,067  +523  +18,292  +35,883  

TAS +1,606  +981  -3,663  -1,077  

NT +114  +303  -1,126  -710  

ACT +1,898  +981  +1,687  +4,566  

TOTAL +113,231  +46,762  +24,132  +184,125  

 

5.3 ONE-YEAR GROWTH (2023 – 2024) 

As per Table 5.3, the 2024 data shows that the total student population across Australia grew by 
1.1% from 2023. This is the same as the growth between 2022 and 2023. 

Western Australia and South Australia experienced the highest student population growth, increasing 
by 2.2% each, while Tasmania experienced a decline of 0.6%. 

Independent schools’ growth in 2024 was very strong (3.9%). In 2024, Catholic schools grew by 
1.7%, the sixth consecutive year of enrolment growth. Government schools grew by 0.2%; a second 
year of growth after two years of decline in 2021 and 2022. 

TABLE 5.3 ENROLMENT GROWTH, 2023 TO 2024 

STATE/TERRITORY INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT ALL SECTORS 

NSW +3.6% +1.6% -0.7% +0.5% 

VIC +4.1% +1.4% +1.0% +1.6% 

QLD +4.8% +1.5% -0.4% +0.8% 

SA +2.4% +3.5% +1.7% +2.2% 

WA +4.5% +1.8% +1.6% +2.2% 

TAS +2.0% +1.9% -1.8% -0.6% 

NT +1.4% +7.0% -1.1% +0.3% 

ACT +3.2% +1.0% -0.5% +0.4% 

TOTAL +3.9% +1.7% +0.2% +1.1% 

 

As per Table 5.4 below, between 2023 and 2024, Independent schools enrolled more additional 
students than any other school sector, with an additional 28,145 students in 2024. Catholic schools 
enrolled an additional 12,848 students and government schools grew by 5,212 students. 
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TABLE 5.4 NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL STUDENTS ENROLLED, 2023 TO 2024 

STATE/TERRITORY INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT ALL SECTORS 

NSW +8,496  +3,743  -5,511  +6,728  

VIC +6,881  +2,993  +6,588  +16,462  

QLD +6,998  +2,361  -2,208  +7,151  

SA +1,322  +1,793  +2,940  +6,055  

WA +3,651  +1,264  +4,910  +9,824  

TAS +224  +299  -980  -457  

NT +80  +336  -315  +102  

ACT +492  +59  -212  +339  

TOTAL +28,145  +12,848  +5,212  +46,205  

5.4 TEN YEAR ENROLMENT SHARE TREND (2015 – 2024) 

As per Figure 5.5, between 2015 and 2017, Independent schools maintained their enrolment share of 
15.7%. From 2018, their enrolment share started to increase year on year, with significant growth 
observed between 2021 and 2024. 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, government schools’ enrolment share showed small but steady 
growth in most years between 2015 and 2019. There was a small decrease in 2020 of 0.1%, 
followed by much larger decreases between 2021 and 2024. 

The growth in the enrolment share of Independent schools from 2021 to 2024 illustrates the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic which led to a significant shift towards non-government schools, 
particularly Independent schools. In 2024, government schools’ enrolment share fell to the lowest on 
record (63.4%), while Independent schools had their highest (18.0%). 

Catholic schools experienced a decline in enrolment share between 2015 and 2020. However, their 
enrolment share started to increase again in 2021, although at a slower pace than Independent 
schools. However, in 2024, Catholic schools’ enrolment share was still lower than their 2015 
enrolment share. 

FIGURE 5.5 STUDENT ENROLMENT SHARE, 2015 TO 2024, BY SCHOOL SECTOR 
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5.5 GROWTH TRENDS BY PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 

Growth 2015-2020 (Pre COVID-19)  

As shown in Figures 5.6 and 5.7, between 2015 and 2018, both the primary-aged and secondary-
aged student populations continued to increase with the primary-aged student population growing 
faster. This picture started to change in 2019 and 2020, when the secondary-aged student population 
started to grow faster than the primary-aged student population. 

Government schools have traditionally had lower growth at the secondary school level than the other 
school sectors. However, between 2016 and 2020, government schools’ secondary growth overtook 
that of Catholic schools.  

Primary growth in government schools was above average and higher than the other two school 
sectors between 2015 and 2017 but has slowed considerably since 2018 and was overtaken by the 
Independent schools’ primary growth in that year.  

Independent schools have seen consistently high growth in secondary year levels relative to other 
school sectors in the past decade from 2015 to 2024.  

Since 2018, Independent schools have also seen higher growth in the primary year levels than the 
other two school sectors and above the national average. 

At the primary level, the Catholic schools had a sharp decline in growth in 2015, which was followed 
by negative growth in 2018. However, Catholic primary enrolments started to grow again in 2019, 
albeit at a slow rate. 

At the secondary level, Catholic schools had negative growth in 2017 and 2018 but have since had 
positive and steady growth. 

Growth 2021 and 2022 (Impact of COVID-19) 

2021 saw a break in many enrolment trends due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and this continued 
through to 2022. Student population growth reduced across the board, attributable in part to the drop 
in immigration during this period.  

As per Figure 5.6, for secondary-aged students, government schools had notably slower growth in 
2021 and 2022 (0.6% and 0.1% respectively, compared with 3.2% in 2020), while Independent and 
Catholic schools’ growth rates remained consistently higher, despite slower overall secondary-aged 
student population growth. 

As per Figure 5.7, at the primary year levels, government schools experienced negative growth for 
two consecutive years in 2021 and 2022 (-0.8% and -1.1%, respectively). In these two years, both 
Independent and Catholic schools had positive growth in primary-aged students, most notably in the 
Independent school sector with 3.3% in 2021 and 3.0% in 2022, despite the declining primary-aged 
student population in these two years. 

As noted above, some of the reduction in government school enrolments can be attributed to the 
closing of Australia’s borders during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, there also seems to have 
been a shift of students from government schools to the non-government school sectors during this 
period.  

As noted previously, ISA’s 2021 School Choice Survey indicated that many parents felt that 
Independent schools had adapted well to the challenges of the pandemic and provided their students 
with strong support and high quality online learning. 

Growth 2023 and 2024 (Post-COVID-19) 

In 2023 and 2024, the secondary-aged student population continued to increase strongly, while the 
primary-aged student population also increased after two consecutive years of decline. However, the 
growth of the secondary-aged student population was much higher than primary-aged student 
population growth (1.8% vs 0.6% in 2023, and 2.0% vs 0.5% in 2024).  

In 2023 and 2024, Independent schools continued to have the highest growth in both the primary-
aged (3.4% and 3.3%, respectively) and secondary-aged (4.6% and 4.4%, respectively) enrolments. 

Catholic schools’ primary-aged enrolment growth was 0.7% and 1.1% for 2023 and 2024 
respectively, and 1.6% and 2.4% for secondary-aged enrolments for 2023 and 2024 respectively. 

https://isa.edu.au/documents/school-choice-survey-report/
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Government schools’ primary-aged enrolment growth in 2023 and 2024 were 0.0% and -0.3%, 
respectively. However, secondary-aged enrolment growth was stronger with 0.8% in 2023 and 0.9% 
in 2024.  

FIGURE 5.6 STUDENT ENROLMENT GROWTH BY SCHOOL SECTOR, 2015 TO 2024, SECONDARY – YEARS 7 TO 12  

 

FIGURE 5.7 STUDENT ENROLMENT GROWTH BY SCHOOL SECTOR, 2015 TO 2024, PRIMARY – YEARS 0 TO 6  
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5.6 GROWTH TRENDS FOR YEARS 0 AND 1 

Differences in enrolments between school sectors at Year 0 (foundation year) and Year 1 can be 
viewed as one of a range of factors influencing future growth rates of the general school population 
and the different school sectors.  

As can be seen in Figure 5.8, across the three school sectors, student population growth in Years 0 
and 1 was small but steady between 2015 and 2019. However, from 2020, there was a five-year 
trend of declining numbers. By 2024, across the three school sectors, there were 625,822 students 
enrolled in Years 0 and 1, which is 16,403 students less than the 2019 level. 

Growth in Years 0 and 1 was higher in government schools from 2015 to 2017, however in 2018 
Independent schools overtook government schools. From 2019 government schools’ growth rate has 
slowed considerably and moved into negative growth from 2020 to 2024. 

Despite the Years 0 and 1 decline in student population, Independent schools have had positive 
growth in these two grade levels over the past decade, with the highest growth observed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2021 and 2022. 

Catholic schools’ enrolment growth in Years 0 and 1 was negative up till 2017. From 2018, there was 
positive annual growth, except in 2023 when there was negative growth. 

FIGURE 5.8 STUDENT ENROLMENT GROWTH BY SCHOOL SECTOR, 2014 TO 2023, YEARS 0 AND 1  

 
Tables 5.5 and 5.6 below show the average annual growth rate by school sector for the last five years 
and the growth rates for the most recent year. 

TABLE 5.5 AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH BY GROUPED GRADE LEVELS, 2019 TO 2024 
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GRADE LEVEL INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT ALL SECTORS 

ALL YEARS +3.4% +1.3% +0.2% +0.9% 

YEARS 7-12 +3.7% +2.0% +1.1% +1.9% 

YEARS 0-6 +2.9% +0.6% -0.4% +0.2% 

YEARS 0-1 ONLY +2.6% +0.5% -1.3% -0.5% 
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TABLE 5.6 ANNUAL GROWTH BY GRADE LEVEL, 2023 TO 2024 

GRADE LEVEL INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT ALL SECTORS 

ALL YEARS +3.9% +1.7% +0.2% +1.1% 

YEARS 7-12 +4.4% +2.4% +0.9% +2.0% 

YEARS 0-6 +3.3% +1.1% -0.3% +0.5% 

YEARS 0-1 ONLY +2.2% +0.2% -1.1% -0.4% 
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ENROLMENT GROWTH IN 
THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
SECTOR 6 
6.1 ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR - OVERVIEW 

In 2024, there was enrolment growth in Independent schools in all states and territories. 

As per Table 6.1, New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland accounted for 77% of all Independent 
school enrolments in 2024 and 80% of the growth in Independent school enrolments over the past 
five years.  

Between 2023 and 2024, New South Wales Independent schools enrolled the most additional 
students (+8,496), while Queensland Independent schools experienced the highest level of enrolment 
growth (+4.8%). 

From 2019, New South Wales Independent schools have enrolled the most additional students 
(+35,134), while Western Australian Independent schools experienced the highest level of enrolment 
growth (+4.6% per year on average)7. 

TABLE 6.1 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY STATE/TERRITORY, 2019 - 2024, BY SIZE OF 2024 
ENROLMENTS 

 

  

 
7 The 2019 – 2024 growth in Western Australia Independent schools includes growth attributable to schools 
changing school sector. 

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 2029) 

AVG ANNUAL 
GROWTH 

(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF 

STUDENTS 
2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

NSW 243,988 +8,496 +35,134 +3.6% +3.2% 33% 31% 

VIC 172,928 +6,881 +25,611 +4.1% +3.3% 23% 23% 

QLD 154,266 +6,998 +29,479 +4.8% +4.3% 21% 26% 

WA 84,838 +3,651 +17,067 +4.5% +4.6% 11% 15% 

SA 55,675 +1,322 +2,323 +2.4% +0.9% 7% 2% 

ACT 16,003 +492 +1,898 +3.2% +2.6% 2% 2% 

TAS 11,317 +224 +1,606 +2.0% +3.1% 2% 1% 

NT 5,978 +80 +114 +1.4% +0.4% 1% 0% 

TOTAL 744,993 +28,145 +113,231 +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 
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FIGURE 6.1 PROPORTION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS IN 2024, PROPORTION OF ADDITIONAL 
ENROLMENTS 2019 – 2024, BY SIZE OF 2024 PROPORTION OF STUDENTS 

  

FIGURE 6.2 ADDITIONAL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY STATE, 2019 – 2024, BY SIZE OF ADDITIOANL 
ENROMENTS 
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FIGURE 6.3 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENT GROWTH BY STATE/TERRITORY, 2024 

 

FIGURE 6.4 HEAT MAP OF ADDITIONAL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS, 2019 – 2024 
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6.2 ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS  - REMOTENESS 

Growth in Independent school enrolments has been strong across both major cities and regional areas, 
with regional growth outpacing growth in major cities for the past five years. As shown in Table 6.2, 
regional Australia currently accounts for 19% of all Independent school enrolments in 2024, yet 
accounts for 22% of the growth in enrolments over the past five years. Enrolments in Independent 
schools in remote Australia are largely unchanged in recent years, with these areas accounting for less 
than 1% of all Independent school enrolments. 

TABLE 6.2 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY REMOTENESS, 2019 - 2024 

FIGURE 6.5 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENT GROWTH BY REMOTENESS, 2024 
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 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL  
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

MAJOR CITIES 598,075  +21,576 +88,223  +3.7% +3.2% 80% 78% 

INNER REGIONAL 110,343  +4,691 +17,125  +4.4% +3.4% 15% 15% 

OUTER REGIONAL 32,431  +1,722 +7,845  +5.6% +5.7% 4% 7% 

REMOTE 2,757  +156 +75  +6.0% +0.6% 0% 0% 

VERY REMOTE 1,388  +1 -37  0.0% -0.5% 0% 0% 

TOTAL 744,993  +28,145  +113,231  +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 
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FIGURE 6.6 ADDITIONAL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS, 2019 – 2024 BY REMOTENESS 

 

The map below highlights enrolment growth in regional and remote areas only, showing that growth 
in Independent school enrolments has occurred across regional areas in every state and territory. 

FIGURE 6.7 HEAT MAP OF ADDITIONAL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS – REGIONAL AND REMOTE AREAS 
ONLY, 2019 – 2024 

 

 

  

88,223 

17,125 
7,845 75 113,231 

-37 

Major Cities Inner Regional Outer Regional Remote Very Remote Australia



INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
SECTOR 

27/40 

 

Table 6.3 below shows Independent school enrolments by state/territory and remoteness, ranked by 
enrolments in 2024. 

Unsurprisingly, most of the additional enrolments are in major cities. New South Wales major cities 
have enrolled the most additional Independent school students (+6,646 since 2023, +26,039 since 
2019). However inner regional areas generally have higher growth rates than their major city 
counterparts.  

TABLE 6.3 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY REMOTENESS AND STATE/TERRITORY, 2019 - 2024 

  

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

NSW-MAJOR CITIES 199,515  +6,646  +26,039  +3.4% +2.8% 27% 23% 

VIC-MAJOR CITIES 147,203  +5,308  +20,734  +3.7% +3.1% 20% 18% 

QLD-MAJOR CITIES 114,422  +4,981  +21,490  +4.6% +4.2% 15% 19% 

WA-MAJOR CITIES 74,505  +3,224  +15,307  +4.5% +4.7% 10% 14% 

SA-MAJOR CITIES 46,427  +924  +2,755  +2.0% +1.2% 6% 2% 

NSW-INNER REGIONAL 40,748  +1,656  +8,196  +4.2% +4.6% 5% 7% 

QLD-INNER REGIONAL 26,074  +918  +4,263  +3.6% +3.6% 3% 4% 

VIC-INNER REGIONAL 23,203  +1,542  +4,412  +7.1% +4.3% 3% 4% 

ACT-MAJOR CITIES 16,003  +492  +1,898  +3.2% +2.6% 2% 2% 

QLD-OUTER REGIONAL 13,460  +1,048  +3,722  +8.4% +6.7% 2% 3% 

TAS-INNER REGIONAL 9,317  +101  +906  +1.1% +2.1% 1% 1% 

SA-INNER REGIONAL 5,594  +235  -1,898  +4.4% -5.7% 1% -2% 

WA-INNER REGIONAL 5,406  +238  +1,245  +4.6% +5.4% 1% 1% 

NT-OUTER REGIONAL 4,096  +104  +418  +2.6% +2.2% 1% 0% 

WA-OUTER REGIONAL 3,943  +160  +507  +4.2% +2.8% 1% 0% 

NSW-OUTER 
REGIONAL 

3,697  +183  +886  +5.2% +5.6% 0% 1% 

SA-OUTER REGIONAL 2,713  +73  +1,148  +2.8% +11.6% 0% 1% 

VIC-OUTER REGIONAL 2,523  +31  +465  +1.2% +4.2% 0% 0% 

TAS-OUTER REGIONAL 2,000  +123  +700  +6.5% +9.0% 0% 1% 

NT-REMOTE 1,436  -1  -250  -0.1% -3.2% 0% 0% 

SA-REMOTE 775  +98  +279  +14.5% +9.3% 0% 0% 

WA-VERY REMOTE 638  +4  -40  +0.6% -1.2% 0% 0% 

NT-VERY REMOTE 446  -23  -54  -4.9% -2.3% 0% 0% 

WA-REMOTE 346  +24  +48  +7.5% +3.0% 0% 0% 

QLD-REMOTE 200  +35  -2  +21.2% -0.2% 0% 0% 

SA-VERY REMOTE 166  -9  +40  -5.1% +5.6% 0% 0% 

QLD-VERY REMOTE 110  +17  +6  +18.3% +1.1% 0% 0% 

NSW-VERY REMOTE 28  +11  +12  +64.7% +11.8% 0% 0% 

TOTAL 744,993  +28,145  +113,231  +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 



INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS AUSTRALIA ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
SECTOR 

28/40 

 

6.3 ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR – TYPES OF SCHOOL 

SCHOOL AFFILIATION 

As per Table 6.4, Independent schools have diverse teaching philosophies and religious affiliations. 
Table 6.4 below is based on how Independent schools identify their own affiliation in the Non-
Government School Census. 

The top six school affiliations8, ranked by share of Independent school enrolments in 2024, are 
Anglican (24%), Non-Denominational (15%), Christian (13%), Islamic (7%), Roman Catholic (7%), and 
Uniting Church (7%). 

The past five years have seen rapid growth in enrolments in Anglican schools, Christian schools, Non-
denominational schools, and Islamic schools. These four affiliations contributed 73% to the overall 
growth in the past five years. Of note: 

– Non-denominational schools comprise 15% of all Independent school enrolments and account 
for 22% of all additional enrolments since 2019. 

– Christian schools comprise 13% of all Independent school enrolments and account for 18% of all 
additional enrolments since 2019. 

– Islamic schools comprise 7% of all Independent school enrolments and account for 14% of all 
additional enrolments since 2019. 

While the high growth of Christian and Non-Denominational schools has mainly occurred in schools 
charging average fees per student of $7,500 or less per year, the high growth of Islamic schools 
occurred across all fee levels, although no Islamic schools charged average fees per student at or 
above $10,000 per year in 2023. 

  

 
8 School affiliation is based on the school affiliation reported in the Non-Government School Census. 
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TABLE 6.4 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY AFFILIATION, 2019 – 2024*  

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

 ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION OF 
ADDITIONAL 

STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANGLICAN 178,842  +5,293 +22,849  +3.0% +2.8% 24% 19% 

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL 

115,245  +6,184 +26,804  +5.7% +5.4% 15% 22% 

CHRISTIAN 93,415  +5,085 +19,110  +5.8% +4.7% 13% 18% 

ISLAMIC 53,152  +4,075 +14,852  +8.3% +6.8% 7% 14% 

CATHOLIC, 
ROMAN 

51,741  +958 +3,768  +1.9% +1.5% 7% 3% 

UNITING CHURCH 49,016  +966 -2,632  +2.0% -1.0% 7% 3% 

LUTHERAN 45,351  +1,041 +4,947  +2.3% +2.3% 6% 4% 

OTHER 21,668  +1,378 +5,570  +6.8% +6.1% 3% 5% 

BAPTIST 27,024  +687 +4,174  +2.6% +3.4% 4% 2% 

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL 

19,507  +446 +2,285  +2.3% +2.5% 3% 2% 

SEVENTH DAY 
ADVENTIST 

16,815  +504 +2,450  +3.1% +3.2% 2% 2% 

PRESBYTERIAN 12,750  +271 +1,325  +2.2% +2.2% 2% 1% 

STEINER 10,074  +150 +903  +1.5% +1.9% 1% 1% 

PENTECOSTAL 9,954  +402 +2,099  +4.2% +4.8% 1% 1% 

JEWISH 8,952  -55 -297  -0.6% -0.7% 1% 0% 

ASSEMBLIES OF 
GOD 

7,803  +246 +1,110  +3.3% +3.1% 1% 1% 

MONTESSORI 4,749  -274 -201  -5.5% -0.8% 1% -1% 

OTHER RELIGIOUS 
AFFILIATION 

12,018  +528 +3,016  +4.6% +5.9% 2% 2% 

ORTHODOX, 
GREEK 

6,917  +260 +1,099  +3.9% +3.5% 1% 1% 

TOTAL 744,993  +28,145 +113,231  +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 

*Affiliations with less than 10 schools nationally have been included in “other” affiliation. 
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FIGURE 6.8 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENT GROWTH BY AFFILIATION, 2019 - 2024 

 
THE “OTHER” AFFILIATION 

The “Other” affiliation category is comprised primarily of non-religious community schools, 
international schools, Majority Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander schools (MATSIS), Special schools 
and Special Assistance Schools (SAS). 

As per Table 6.5, growth in this category is also high, with an average annual growth rate of 6.3% per 
year over the past five years, well above the national Independent school sector average of 3.4%. 
While growth is high across each “type” of school in this category, the growth rate is driven primarily 
by the Special, MATSIS and SAS schools with a combined growth rate of 10.9% per year on average. 

Less than half of Special, MATSIS and SAS schools are included in the "Other" affiliation. Most of 
these schools are included in "Non-Denominational" or their respective religious or philosophical 
affiliation. A comprehensive look at these schools is provided in the next section of this report. 

TABLE 6.5 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS WITHIN THE “OTHER” AFFILIATION, 2019 – 2024 

MATSIS, SAS AND SPECIAL SCHOOLS 

As shown in Table 6.6, Special schools, MATSIS and SAS account for only less than 4% of all 
Independent school enrolments. However, over the past five years these schools have accounted for 
approximately 11% of all additional enrolments in Independent schools. This is primarily driven by 
SAS, with an average annual growth of 18.9% from 2019. Enrolments in MATSIS has remained 
relatively unchanged over the past five years. 
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Additional enrolments from 2019 to 2024

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

REGULAR 14,678 +611 +2,900 +4.3% +4.5% 68% 51% 

SPECIAL/SAS/MATSIS 6,990 +918 +2,832 +15.1% +10.9% 32% 49% 

TOTAL 21,668 +1,528 +5,731 +7.6% +6.3% 100% 100% 
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TABLE 6.6 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY SCHOOL TYPE, 2019 – 2024 

FIGURE 6.9 ENROLMENT GROWTH IN INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS BY SCHOOL TYPE, 2019 - 2024 

 
BOARDING SCHOOLS 

As per Table 6.7, enrolment growth in Independent schools with boarding facilities has remained 
stable over the past five years, with a growth rate of 2.7% per year compared to the non-boarding 
schools’ growth rate of 3.5% per year. 

Boarding schools accounted for 21% of all enrolments in Independent schools in 2024, and account 
for 17% of additional enrolments since 2019. 

It is important to note that most Independent boarding schools enrol both boarding and day students, 
with the majority being day students. For further analysis on Independent boarding schools, see ISA's 
boarding school research. 

TABLE 6.7 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY BOARDING* / NON-BOARDING SCHOOL, 2019 – 2024 

*Most boarding schools enrol both boarding and day students. 
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Average annual growth 2019-2024

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

REGULAR SCHOOL 718,942 +24,161 +101,013 +3.5% +3.1% 97% 89% 

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
SCHOOL 

18,708 +3,369 +10,837 +22.0% +18.9% 3% 10% 

SPECIAL SCHOOL 3,910 +235 +827 +6.4% +4.9% 1% 1% 

MATSIS 3,434 +380 +555 +19.3% +3.6% 0% 0% 

TOTAL 744,993 +28,145 +113,231 +4.0% +3.4% 100% 100% 

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

BOARDING 154,530 +3,792 +19,583 +2.5% +2.7% 21% 17% 

NON-BOARDING 590,463 +24,353 +93,649 +4.3% +3.5% 79% 83% 

TOTAL 744,993 +28,145 +113,231 +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 

https://isa.edu.au/documents/independent-boarding-a-national-perspective/
https://isa.edu.au/documents/independent-boarding-a-national-perspective/
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6.4 ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR - FEES 

As per Table 6.8, enrolment growth in Independent schools has occurred primarily in schools with 
annual fees of $7,500 or less, with higher growth generally being associated with lower fees. 

Independent schools with average annual fees below $7,500 accounted for 44% of all Independent 
school enrolments, yet account for 63% of additional enrolments since 2019. Within this group of 
schools, Independent schools with average fees less than $2,500, account for 8% of all Independent 
school enrolments but account for 18% of all additional enrolments. 

Schools that have no fee income are generally Majority Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Schools 
(MATSIS) and Special Assistance Schools (SAS). 

Schools with annual fees of $20,000 or higher, enrol 23% of all Independent school students but only 
account for 10% of enrolment growth over the past five years. 

TABLE 6.8 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY AVERAGE FEES9, 2019 – 2024 

FIGURE 6.10 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENT GROWTH BY AVERAGE FEES, 2019 - 2024 

 
 

 
9 The calculation of average school fees is based on the latest available financial data which is 2023 data. Only 
schools with both 2019 and 2024 enrolment data are included in this analysis. 

No fee

Less than $2,500

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0%

Av
er

ag
e 

an
nu

al
 g

ro
w

th
 2

02
3-

20
24

Average annual growth 2019-2024

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

NO FEE 8,900 +1,839 +5,489  +26.0% +21.1% 1% 5% 

$1 AND $2,499 51,210 +3,464 +15,247  +7.3% +7.3% 7% 13% 

$2,500 AND $4,999 129,827 +5,625 +25,074  +4.5% +4.4% 18% 22% 

$5,000 AND $7,499 133,106 +5,936 +25,649  +4.7% +4.4% 18% 23% 

$7,500 AND $9,999 89,666 +2,759 +11,117  +3.2% +2.7% 12% 10% 

$10,000 AND $14,999 105,210 +2,658 +14,724  +2.6% +3.1% 14% 13% 

$15,000 AND $19,999 55,194 +1,104 +5,182  +2.0% +2.0% 7% 5% 

$20,000 AND $24,999 49,185 +616 +3,107  +1.3% +1.3% 7% 3% 

$25,000 AND $29,999 45,357 +887 +3,721  +2.0% +1.7% 6% 3% 

$30,000 OR GREATER 71,140 +1,063 +4,453  +1.5% +1.3% 10% 4% 
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GROWTH IN LOW-FEE SCHOOLS 

Table 6.9 below compares the enrolment growth of Independent schools with average fees of less 
than $7,500 against all Independent schools for each affiliation. With a few exceptions, for most 
affiliations, Independent schools with fees of less than $7,500 have grown at a faster rate than higher 
fee schools. 

TABLE 6.9  INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY AFFILIATION*, AVERAGE FEES <$7,500 VS ALL SCHOOLS, 
2019 – 2024 

 

  

 STUDENTS IN 
2024 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2023) 
FEES <$7,500 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2023) 
ALL FEE LEVELS 

AVG ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2019) 
FEES <$7,500 

AVG ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2019) 
ALL FEE LEVEL 

ANGLICAN 178,842 +5.5% 3.0% +5.1% +2.8% 

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL 

115,245 +11.3% 5.7% +7.9% +5.4% 

CHRISTIAN 93,415 +6.1% 5.8% +5.1% +4.7% 

ISLAMIC 53,152 +6.2% 8.3% +6.3% +6.8% 

CATHOLIC, ROMAN 51,741 +3.5% 1.9% -0.6% +1.5% 

UNITING CHURCH 49,016 +2.1% 2.0% +0.2% -1.0% 

LUTHERAN 45,351 +2.9% 2.3% +2.9% +2.3% 

BAPTIST 27,024 +2.9% 2.6% +4.7% +3.4% 

OTHER 21,668 +5.2% 6.8% +8.9% +6.1% 

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL 

19,507 +0.2% 2.3% +2.1% +2.5% 

SEVENTH DAY 
ADVENTIST 

16,815 +0.5% 3.1% +2.4% +3.2% 

PRESBYTERIAN 12,750 +1.6% 2.2% +5.1% +2.2% 

OTHER RELIGIOUS 
AFFILIATION 

12,018 +5.4% 4.6% +7.7% +5.9% 

STEINER 10,074 +1.7% 1.5% +3.7% +1.9% 

PENTECOSTAL 9,954 +4.9% 4.2% +5.5% +4.8% 

JEWISH 8,952 -0.8% -0.6% -0.1% -0.7% 

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 7,803 +3.5% 3.3% +3.4% +3.1% 

ORTHODOX, GREEK 6,917 +3.5% 3.9% +3.4% +3.5% 

MONTESSORI 4,749 -15.4% -5.5% -0.2% -0.8% 

TOTAL 744,993 +5.5% 3.9% +5.1% +3.4% 
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Table 6.10 compares Independent school enrolments of schools with average annual fees of $7,500 
or less against all schools by remoteness. In both major cities and regional and remote areas, growth 
in low fee schools was higher than the average growth for all schools. 

TABLE 6.10 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY GEOLOCATION, AVERAGE FEES <$7,500 VS ALL SCHOOLS, 
2019 – 2024 

  

 STUDENTS IN 
2024 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2023) 
 

FEES <$7,500 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2023) 
 

ALL FEE LEVELS 

AVG ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2019) 
FEES <$7,500 

AVG ANNUAL 
GROWTH RATE 

(FROM 2019) 
ALL FEE LEVEL 

 

MAJOR CITIES 598,075 +5.6% +3.7% +5.0% +3.2%  

INNER REGIONAL 110,343 +5.2% +4.4% +5.2% +3.4%  

OUTER REGIONAL 32,431 +6.2% +5.6% +6.4% +5.7%  

REMOTE 2,757 +7.2% +6.0% +3.2% +0.6%  

VERY REMOTE 1,388 -0.8% +0.0% -0.3% -0.5%  

TOTAL 744,993 +5.5% +3.9% +5.1% +3.4%  
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6.5 ENROLMENT GROWTH IN THE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SECTOR – GRADE LEVELS 

As per Tables 6.11 and 6.12, most of Independent schools’ growth has been in the secondary year 
levels (Years 7 to 12), accounting for 58% of growth in 2024 and 63% of growth over the past five 
years.  

As discussed in Section 5.6 (Figure 5.8), it is also worth noting that 2024 saw five consecutive years of 
negative growth in Years 0 and 1 for the overall student population. However, Independent school 
sector had enrolment increases in Years 0 and 1 from 2019. 

TABLE 6.11 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY GRADE LEVEL, 2019 – 2024 

TABLE 6.12 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENTS BY PRIMARY / SECONDARY, 2019 – 2024 

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

UNGRADED PRIMARY 2,156 +114 +312 +5.6% +3.2% 0% 0% 

UNGRADED 
SECONDARY 

1,754 +121 +616 +7.4% +9.0% 0% 1% 

YEAR 0 40,937 +1,156 +4,607 +2.9% +2.4% 5% 4% 

YEAR 1 40,782 +593 +5,063 +1.5% +2.7% 5% 4% 

YEAR 2 41,754 +1,747 +6,103 +4.4% +3.2% 6% 5% 

YEAR 3 42,973 +1,303 +5,966 +3.1% +3.0% 6% 5% 

YEAR 4 44,589 +1,454 +5,953 +3.4% +2.9% 6% 5% 

YEAR 5 49,551 +1,792 +7,365 +3.8% +3.3% 7% 7% 

YEAR 6 50,421 +1,925 +6,401 +4.0% +2.8% 7% 6% 

YEAR 7 76,013 +2,432 +11,568 +3.3% +3.4% 10% 10% 

YEAR 8 74,542 +2,411 +11,612 +3.3% +3.4% 10% 10% 

YEAR 9 74,079 +3,856 +13,121 +5.5% +4.0% 10% 12% 

YEAR 10 73,408 +2,228 +11,844 +3.1% +3.6% 10% 10% 

YEAR 11 69,857 +3,387 +11,905 +5.1% +3.8% 9% 11% 

YEAR 12 62,177 +3,625 +10,794 +6.2% +3.9% 8% 10% 

TOTAL 744,993 +28,144 +113,231 +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 

 STUDENTS 
IN 2024 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2023 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

ANNUAL 
GROWTH  

(FROM 
2023) 

AVG 
ANNUAL 

GROWTH 
(FROM 
2019) 

PROPORTION 
OF STUDENTS 

2024 

PROPORTION 
OF 

ADDITIONAL 
STUDENTS 
FROM 2019 

PRIMARY  
YEAR 0 TO 6 

313,164 +10,086 +41,770 +3.3% +2.9% 42% 37% 

SECONDARY  
YEAR 7 TO 12 

431,829 +18,059 +71,461 +4.4% +3.7% 58% 63% 

TOTAL 744,993 +28,145 +113,231 +3.9% +3.4% 100% 100% 
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FIGURE 6.11 INDEPENDENT SCHOOL ENROLMENT GROWTH BY GRADE LEVEL 
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ENROLMENT PROJECTIONS 
TO 2034 7 
7.1 ENROLMENT PROJECTIONS 

ISA has used data from multiple sources to estimate enrolments by school sector and state/territory to 
2034. 

Caution must be used when utilising these projections as the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in 
unexpected enrolment patterns from 2021 to 2024 and it is unclear how long these will continue. 

The latest ABS population projections were released in November 2023 and include three series of 
projections (Series A, B, C) based on a possible 72 individual combinations of various assumptions. 
Series A reflects high assumptions of trends in fertility, life expectancy at birth and migration. Series B 
reflects current trends, while Series C reflects lower assumptions. 

 

 Life expectancy Fertility Net overseas 
migration 

Net interstate 
migration 

Series A High High High Large 

Series B Medium Medium Medium Medium 

Series C Medium Low Low Small 

 

While not specifically focussed on the student population, the ABS population projections are 
provided by individual age within the Australian population. By selecting the ages that would best 
represent school students, such as age six for Year 1 through to age seventeen for Year 12, the series 
can be used to project the school age population. The population projections can be applied directly to 
actual current student enrolments. 

ISA has used Series B projections for this analysis. 

7.2 PROJECTION METHODOLOGY 

The following section provides a high-level outline of the methodology and steps used in calculating 
enrolment projections for 2025 to 2034 by state/territory, school sector and year (grade).  

Step 1: Calculate student population growth 

Using the Population Projections Series B, student population growth is calculated at the 
state/territory and year (grade) level. This growth is then applied to current 2024 student figures at the 
state/territory and year (grade) level. 

Step 2: Calculate school sector shares 

School sector shares are calculated separately by taking the past ten years (2015-2024) of historical 
student data by state/territory, year (grade) and sector and forecasting future results using the AAA 
version of the Exponential Smoothing (ETS) algorithm. Various discrepancies in the data have been 
accounted for, including ‘half cohorts’ of students from Queensland and Western Australia which 
caused significant changes to enrolments as the cohort passed through the years of schooling. 

Step 3: Apply school sector share forecast (Step 2) to student growth projections (Step 1) 

School sector share forecasts are then applied to the student population projections. As both student 
population projections and sector share forecasts are calculated at a state/territory and year (grade) 
level, this allows ISA to project future enrolments from the national level down to state/territory, year 
(grade) and sector levels. 
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Important note: 

ISA’s 2025 enrolment projections are lower than the 2024 enrolment projections. In the 2024 
projections, the estimated school-age population growth was 0.3% per year on average. In the 2025 
projections this figure is 0.2%. The lower projected student population growth from 2025 to 2034 has 
resulted in lower projected enrolments - 99,950 additional students across the three school sectors 
compared to 159,753 additional students as per the 2024 projections. 

7.3 ENROLMENT PROJECTIONS TO 2034 

As per Table 7.1, the total student population is projected to grow by approximately 100,000 
additional students between 2024 and 2034. Over the same period, the Independent schools are 
projected to enrol approximately 114,000 more students. By 2034, Catholic schools are projected to 
enrol approximately 12,000 additional students, while government schools are projected to lose 
approximately 26,000 students. 

As per Table 7.2, ISA projections to 2034 forecast that overall school population will increase by 0.2% 
per year on average, with the Independent school sector growing by 1.4% per year, the government 
school sector decreasing by 0.1% per year and the Catholic school sector growing by 0.2% per year.  

For the Independent school sector, this is the equivalent of 26010 new schools or campuses, based on 
the current average campus size of 43711 students. It is likely that more than 8 out of 10 of these new 
schools/campuses would need to be located in New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland. 

ISA projects that Independent schools will enrol more students than Catholic schools from 2027 - the 
same as in ISA’s 2024 projections - and will continue to be the fastest growing school sector in 
Australia. 

TABLE 7.1 PROJECTED ADDITIONAL ENROLMENTS TO 2034 

FIGURE 7.3 PROJECTED ENROLMENTS TO 2034 

 

 
10 Assumes all current Independent schools are at capacity. 
11 Average size of an Independent school campus, based on Non-Government Schools Census 2024. 
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2034 

ADDITIONAL 
ENROLMENTS 

2024-2029 

ADDITIONAL 
ENROLMENTS 

2029-2034 

ADDITIONAL 
ENROLMENTS 

2024-2034 

INDEPENDENT 744,993  808,525  859,070 +63,531 +50,545 +114,077  

CATHOLIC 768,335  777,438  780,115  +9,104 +2,677 +11,781 

GOVERNMENT 2,614,508  2,624,690  2,588,601  +10,182 -36,089 -25,907 

ALL SECTORS 4,127,836  4,210,653  4,227,786  +82,817 +17,133 +99,950 
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TABLE 7.2 PROJECTED AVERAGE ANNUAL ENROLMENT GROWTH TO 2034 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 7.3 below is a summary of changes of enrolment share over the 10-year period. 

TABLE 7.3 PERCENTAGE POINT CHANGE IN STUDENT SHARE TO 2034 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 7.4 PROJECTED SECTOR SHARE TO 2034 
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Government Catholic Independent

 ACTUAL 
2019-2024 

PROJECTED 
2024-2029 

PROJECTED 
2029-2034 

PROJECTED 
2024-2034 

INDEPENDENT +3.4% +1.7% +1.2% +1.4% 

CATHOLIC +1.3% +0.2% +0.1% +0.2% 

GOVERNMENT +0.2% +0.1% -0.3% -0.1% 

ALL SECTORS +0.9% +0.4% +0.1% +0.2% 

 ACTUAL 
2019-2024 

PROJECTED 
2024-2029 

PROJECTED 
2029-2034 

PROJECTED 
2024-2034 

INDEPENDENT +2.2% +1.1% +1.1% +2.3% 

CATHOLIC +0.1% -0.1% -0.1% -0.2% 

GOVERNMENT -2.3% -1.0% -1.1% -2.1% 

Actual Projected 
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Table 7.4 shows that the largest increases in enrolment shares by 2034 are projected to be in the 
Western Australian Independent school sector (from 18.5% to 21.4%, an increase of 2.9%) followed 
by the NSW Independent school sector (from 19.4% to 22.2%, an increase of 2.7%). 

The largest decreases in enrolment shares by 2034 are projected to be in the Tasmanian government 
school sector (from 66.1% to 62.6%, a decrease of 3.5%) followed by the NSW government school 
sector (from 62.2% to 59.1%, a decrease of 3.1%). 

TABLE 7.4. PROJECTED CHANGE IN ENROLMENT SHARE FROM 2024 TO 2034 

  
INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GOVERNMENT 

AUSTRALIA 2024 (CURRENT) 18.0% 18.6% 63.3% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 20.3% 18.5% 61.2% 

  CHANGE +2.3% -0.2% -2.1% 

NSW 2024 (CURRENT) 19.4% 18.4% 62.2% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 22.2% 18.8% 59.1% 

  CHANGE +2.7% +0.4% -3.1% 

VIC 2024 (CURRENT) 16.5% 20.5% 63.0% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 18.6% 19.0% 62.4% 

  CHANGE +2.1% -1.5% -0.6% 

QLD 2024 (CURRENT) 17.5% 18.4% 64.1% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 19.7% 18.8% 61.5% 

  CHANGE +2.3% +0.4% -2.6% 

SA 2024 (CURRENT) 19.7% 18.5% 61.8% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 20.0% 21.2% 58.8% 

  CHANGE +0.3% +2.6% -3.0% 

WA 2024 (CURRENT) 18.5% 15.5% 66.0% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 21.4% 13.7% 64.9% 

  CHANGE +2.9% -1.8% -1.1% 

TAS 2024 (CURRENT) 14.1% 19.8% 66.1% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 16.6% 20.8% 62.6% 

  CHANGE +2.5% +1.0% -3.5% 

NT 2024 (CURRENT) 15.0% 12.9% 72.1% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 15.1% 13.5% 71.4% 

  CHANGE +0.1% +0.6% -0.7% 

ACT 2024 (CURRENT) 20.8% 19.5% 59.7% 

  2034 (PROJECTED) 22.1% 19.6% 58.3% 

  CHANGE +1.3% 0.0% -1.3% 

 

 


